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To THE 


LoRD's SUPPER 


CONSIDERED. 


Dees 
$ I R, 


7 
& 


YUMMY Obligations to you have 
OSS: been too many and great, 
DAS 3-: to allow me to decline to 
| MSS gratify your Deſire of giv- 


NY: $2 ing you my Thoughts in 
CRE Writing, concerning 2 
eee Right to the Sacrament of 

the LORD'SSUPPER. Iam 
too well acquainted with you, in the leaſt tg 
queſtion, either the Goodneſs of your End, in 


demanding this of me ; or your Prudence, in 
A 2 making 


* 
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_ and Command ſo to do, God may ſay to ſuch, 


2 A Right to the 


making a proper Uſe of my Freedom in ope n- 
ing my Mind to you, relating to the Subject 


of your Enquiry. My own Inſufficiency to 
give you due Satisfaction, is what lies moſt in 
the Way of my attempting it. However, 
whether I fail in it or not, I believe your Can- 
dour is ſuch, That you will take in good Part 
my fincere Endeavours to ſerve you; and 
ſhall therefore without any further Proem or 
Delay, enter into the Service you require of 
me, 

[ ſhall then, Sir, ſhew you my Opinion on 
the Point you write to me about, in ſeveral 
PROPOSITIONS, which with their 1/1fration, 
will compriſe the Subſtance of what I defign 


in this Letter to you. 


My firſt PrRoPoSITION is, That no Perſon 
has a RIGHT to partake of the Ordinance of the 
LoRD's SUPPER, bt ſuch only as are ALLOW- 
ED an H COMMANDED of GOD ts partake of 
7. 

Whether we confider the Participation of 
this Ordinance as a Duty or as a Priviledee, 
this will certaialy hold a Truth, "That none 
may preſume to partake of it, who are nct in- 
vited and commanded ſo to do. This is not 
to be numbred among Things indifferent, 
which may be done or let alone as any Man 
pleaſeth. This Sacrament is one of the poſi- 
tive Inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt, which ought to 
be attended by all and only ſuch, as God or- 
ders to attend it. If any Man or Woman 
preſumeth to partake of it without his Leave 


yea 


-+ 
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yea he does ſay to them as in Iſai. 1 12, When 
ye come to appear before me, Who bath required 
this at your Hands? And on the other Hand, 
ſuch as God allows and commands .to partake 
of the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, may 
not preſume to omit or neglect it: it they do 
they are therein guilty of finning againſt God. 
He that is qualified to partake of the Lord's 


Supper, according to the Judgment of God 


expreſſed in his Word, has a Right to it, and 
is bound to partake of it, tho' he may think the 
contrary. If a Man be not qualified, he fins 
if he receives it, whatever good Opinion he 
has of himſelf. Men's Opinions concerning 
themſelves or others, do not alter Go D's Laws. 
A Man may be miſtaken reſpecting his own 
State, and think he has noRight to that which 
he has a Right to; Or otherwiſe, he may 


| have a good Right to that which he judgeth 


himſelf utterly unqualified for : But God's 


| Commands are uniform and ſteady; they 


change not as Men's Notions and Opinions do. 


| Every Man is either qualified, according to the 


Word of God to partake of the Lord's Supper, 
or unqualified for it: if he be qualified, he is 


| baund to pirtake ;if unqualified, he may not 


preſume to partake. of this holy Ordinance. 
The like may be ſaid, with reſpect to the 
Judgment of any Church and Churches. If a 
Ma n be qualified to partake of the Sacrament, 
no ]1dgment of any Church can take away his 
Right: If he be really unqualified for it, no 
Church can give him a Right to it. Indeed in 
Point of Order, no Perſon may partake, unless 
by te Church he be permitted to do it; but 

A 3 then 
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then if the Church do admit a vifibly unquali- 
fied Perſon, they are guilty of Sin ja it; and 


ſo they are alſo if they debar a viſibiy qualified ' 


Perſon from it. I ſay vifibly qualified, becauſe 
theChurch is bound to admit ſuch as are viſibly 


| qualified, whether they are really qualified or 


not; but in this Caſe the Perſons offering 
themſelves are guilty A Perſon ought 
to come to the Lord's Supper, who is accordin 

to Rule qualified for it, whatever other Quali- 


fication, not required, he may be without. and 


knows that he is ſo. Therefore, if the Grace 
of Regeneration be no neceſſary Qualification to 
give a Man a Right; The judicious Mr. 
Stoddard erred not, in faying, A Perſon might 


and ought to partake, tho he knew himſelf un- 


converted, having thoſe Qualifications that are 
neceſſary. 

From what has been ſaid we may infer, 
That it is not probable, that it ſhould be very 


Aifficult for a ſeriousEnquirer to know whether 


he has a Right to the Lord's Supper, or not. 
It is not likely, that eur mercitul Releemer 
would make the Terms of Church Communi- 


on ſuch, that it ſhould be extream!y difficult | 
forPerſons to know whether they have a Right 


to partake of this Sacrament, or not, and ſo 
leave them under unavoidable Perplexities, 
with Reſpect to this important Caſe. Does 


God require us to partake, or does ke at our 
Peril forbid us to eat of this Bread and drink of 
this Cup? I would have this remembred, it de- 
ing a Conſideration that I ſhall have Occaſion 
to make Uſe of. At preſent, I ſay I believe it 
i: not Js ſusChriſt that does expoſe his profeſſing 

People 
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People to ſuch Difficulties; but the Miſtake of 
ſome of his Miniſters, who miſunderſtand, and 


ſo do not rightly expound ſome of his Com- 


mands, given to his Diſciples. Thus much on 
my firſt Propoſition. 


PROPOSITION II. 


GoD does not alliw and command THE 
W1CKED, while they continue ſuch, to partake 
of the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper. I ſay, 
while they continue ſuch; for otherwiſe they 
are invited and required to qualify themſelves 
for it, and then to come fo it. By the Hicked 
here I intend ſuch as in Scripture do generally 
bear this Denomination. 

When the Queſtion is asked. V have a 
Right to partake cf the Lord's Supper? it is 
ſuppoſed there are ſome that haze a Right to 
it, and others that have 22; ſo that there are 
ſome that may come to it, and others that ma 
not come. Now when we have found who 
have net a Right, we ſhall be brought the nea- 
rer to underſtand who have a Right to this 


holy Ordinance, 


I then affirm, That ſuch as are uſually, in 
Scripture, ſtiled the /Vicke!, have no Right 
hereunto. God does not allow them to par- 
take of it. The Sacraments. as well as the Sa- 
crifices of ſuch are an Abomination, Prov. 21. 

\Aho are in Scripture uſually intended by 
the Il iczed, and whol here therefore intend, 
we may lee in the following Particu'are, ( 1 ) 
All 4thberfts, who believe not the Being and 

Perlections 
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Perfections of God: ſuch as are deſcribed Pal. 
14. 1 4. The Fool bath [ail in his Heart, there 
is no God: they are corrupt, they bade done a- 
beminable Works, there is none that doth Good. 
The Lord loved down from Heaven upon the 
Children of Men; to ſec if there were any that 
did under fand and ſee God. They are all gone 
aſide, they are altoget er become filthy: There 
is non? that doeth Good, na nit cone. Hace all 
the Workers of Iniquity no Knowledge * who 
eat up my People as they eat Bread, and call 
not upon theLord. With this compare P/al. 10.2, 
to IT. alſo P/al.04.3,to 7. & 50.16,to21. (2)All 
ſich Infilels as believe not that divine Reve- 
lation, which is contained in the Scriptures of 
the old and new Teſtament: and ſo all who 
do not acknowledge the Doctrines and Pre- 
cepts of God in our Bibles, as the Doctrines and 


Commandments of the Lord; eſpecially the | 


Record God has given of his Son in the Goſpel, 


and the Precepts of the moral Law, which are | 
of perpetual Obligation to all Mankind. See | 


John 5 45. and As 28. 24. alſo 2 Cor. 6 5. 
and 1 Tim. 5. 8. 


Confidence in God, nor have any Hope in bis 


Mercy : I join theſe together becauſe of their 
near Relation one to the other; and ſuch Per- 
ſons as theſe are certainly groſely wicked. It 
is poſſibdle Perſons unregenerate may put /cme | 


7 in God, and have eme fort of Hape in him, 


and of ſuch a Truſt and Hope! here ſp2:k, ſee | 
Pſal. 78. 34, 35, 35. If - ypocrites may do 
ſo, much mare may ſuch as are m:rally ſincere. 
\ 11 

CY Al 


(3) All ſuch as have no Fear |; 
of God before their Eyes, ( P/al. 35. 1,---4. and 
Gen 20. It.) (4) All ſuch as put 20 Tru or | 
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1 (5) All ſuch as will not ſeek God, or call upon 
re his Name, as thoſe in P/2/. to. 4 and 14. 4. alſo 
a- \ 1fai. 43 22. and 64. 7. (6) All ſuch as do 
d. net revent of their Sins, and w:ll not be reform- 
be el, but go on obſinate!ly in their Iniquities, how 
at many Prayers ſoe ver they may make, are yet 
ne to be reckoned among the /Vicked I am ſpeak- 
re \ingof. Of ſuch as theſe we read, 1/ai. 1 II, to 
all Is. and Chap. 58. f to 4. alſo Fer. 7. 8, g, 10. 
bo (7) All gr AHypecrites: who tho' they carry 
all © themſelves well, ſo far as appeareth unto Men, 
.2, yet do it only fora Shew, that they may get 
All Credit and be in Eſteem in the World, and 
ve- not that by what they do they may approve 
of I themſelves ento God, by Coirg the I hings 
that ke requireth, Mat. 6. 5.and 23. 14. (8) 
All ſuch /e/f-righteons Perſens as think by their 
! own good Works, to merit and deſerve God's 
| Favour; or that aim at working out a Righte- 
ouſneſs that will entitle them to eternal Hap- 
{ pineſs; and ſo do not ſeek to be found inChriſt, 
See and to be cloathed with that perfect Righteouſ- 
15. neſs, which he has wrought out and brought 
ear !in forſuch as do or ſhall believe in him, Rem. 
10. 3. Luk. 18 q, to 12. 
7 or | All theſe, and whatſoever ſorts of Perſons 
lelſe are generally mentioned in Scripture, un- 
zeir der the Denomination of the Wicked, are not 
Per- allowed, but forbid to partake of the Ordinance 


ſeme od's Statutes, nor take his Covenant into their 
him, Moutb, Pſal. go. 16 The Sacrifices of ſuch are 
{ee Yan Abomination to the Lord. Prov. 15. S. and 
y ©0 Pr, 27. before mentioned. 

ere. f PROP, 


of the Lord's Supper. Such may not declare 
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PROPOSITION III. 


ALL who are fili IN AN UNREGENERATE | 


State, are NOT, according to the Stile and Lan- 


guage of Scripture, WICKED PERSONS, an as | 
ſuch, excluded from the Lord's Supper. | 


They ſeem to me to be very much miſtaken, 


who think, that 2/1! who are not born again, | 
born of the Spirit, in the Senſe in which theſe | 
Words are uſed, 7h 3. 3, 5. are the ſame with | 


thoſe, who are in the Word of God commonly 
called, the Hieted. It is true, that when Per- 


ſons are born of the Spirit, they have a very 


glorious Change wrought in 'em, which no o- 
ther Perſons do experience. T ney have new 


Hearts given to them, and new Spirits put 
within them, are made Partakers M the divine 
Nature, are indovied with the Image of God, | 


which Man loſt by his Fall. Indeed when 
this is done, they are g/orifzed. They are made 


Partakers of ſome Degree of the ſame Glory 
that all the Saints ſhall enjoy in Heaven for 
ever; which I doubt not is the Meaning of 
_ their being glorified, who are efectually called 
and juft;fi-d, Rom. 8. 29. with which we may 
compare 2 Cor. 3. 18. But we allwith open face 


he holding as in a Glaſ the Glory of the Lord, are 


changed into the ſame Image, from Glory to Glo- 
ry, as by the Spirit of the Lord. God glorifies | 
us when he indues us with his Image. To 


ſanFify us is to glorify us; and we are then 


ſan&ified, when we are renewed in the Image 


of him that created us, Col. 2. 10. 


But we ought to conſider alfo, that there is 
ordinarily, a very conſiderable Change wrought 


in 
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in the Souls of Men before they paſs under 
that Change which we call Regeneration; and 
TE * that Change is a Work or Effect of God's 
| Word and Spirit on Men's Souls, as well as 
4 | this. Now tho' that is a Work very inferiour 
in the Nature of it, to Regeneration, or ſaving 
| Converſion ; yet it is not to be diſpiſed, as if it 
were of noValue and no ways beneficial. For 
to ſome it is ſo, eventually; and it is /o, reſpec- 
ting al, in the Nature and Tendency of it. 
Nor is it true, that ſuch as are the Subjects of 
ſucbh 2 Change, are, in Scripture, ſpoken to, and 
of, in the fame Manner and Language, as ?be 
: Hicked are, before deſcribed: And there is 
great Reaſon for this. 
ut That you may not think, that in this Iam 
ine altogether fingular, I will here tranſcribe ſome 
Jod, Words of that learned and judicious Man, 
hen Dr. OwEx, in his Perſeverance of the Saints, 
ade Page 10. Sect. 17. Of thoſe who are ſaid to 
ory „ believe and to be bely REALLY, and in the 
for Truth of the Thing itſelf ; there are #wo 
of „ Sorps, FigsT ſuch as having received ſun- 
lied . dry common Gifts and Graces of the Spirit, 
may as luminaticn of the Mind, Change of AV 
ace F* f:iens, and thence Amendment of Life, with 
are , Sorrow of the World, legal Repentance, tem- 
Gl:- . poraryPaith, and thelike, which are all TRUE 
ifies fe and REAL in their Kind, do thereby become 
10 Veſſels in the great Houſe of God; being 
hen #4 changed, as to their Uſe, tho' not in their 
1730 , Nature; continuing Stone and Hood (till, 
e tho' hewed & turned into theServiceableneſs 
e 15 of Veſſels, and on that Account are frequent- 


18 5 ly termed Saints and Believers, On ſuch 
1 (e 28 
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« as theſe there is a lower (and in ſome a /ub- 
ce ordinate ) Work of the Spirit effectually pro- 
« ducing ( in and on all the Faculties of their 
oy: Souls) ſomewhat true, good, and uſeful in 
te itſelf, anſwering in ſome Likeneſs and Suita- 
« bleneſs of Operation unto the great Work 
« of Regeneration, which faileth not. There 
« is in them Light, Love, Foy, Faith, Zeal, 
« Obedience, &c. all TRUE intheir Kind, which 
« make many of them, in whom they are, do 
« worthily in their Generation; howbeit, 
« they attain not to the Faith of God's Elect, 
« neither doth Chriſt live in them, Cc.“ 
Theſe deſcribed by the Doctor, are not the 
ſame with the /Vicked, of whom I have ſpoken. 
No, theſe are Believers, Saints, or hely, or 
righteousPerſons : and this not meerly, becauſe 
they profeſs themſelves to be ſuch, and are 
ſuch, in a Judgment of Charity; but as Dr. 
Owen affirms, are ſaid to believe and to be boly, 
REALLY,and in Reſpect of the TRUTH of the 
Thing itſelf, and the common Gifts and Graces 
wrought in them by the Spirit of God, &c. as in 
the Words recited. Such Perſons are ſaid to 
believe, Luk. 8. 13. and Acts 8. 13. they are al- 


ſo ſaid to be ſanct ed or made holy, Heb. 10. 


29. and to have e/caped the Pollutions that are 
in the World. thre the Knowledge cf cur Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 2 Pet 2. 20. Such are 


alſo ſaid to have hen enlightned, anf to kade > | 


tafted the heavenly Gift, and to have been Par- 
takers of the Holy Gb, &c. as in Heb. 6. 4 5. 
Vea, ſuch are called Righteous, Ezek. 18 24. 
But when the Righteous turneth away from his 
Righteouſneſs, and cemmitteth Tniquity, and doth 
according 
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according to all the Abominations that the wick- 
ed Man doth, ſhall he live? All his Righteouſ- 
neſs which he bath done ſhall not be mentioned : 
In his Treſpaſs that be hath treſpaſſed, and in his 
Sin that he hath ſinned, in them ſhall he die. 
And this Righteouſneſs was ſuch, that they 
ſpould have lived, if they had not turned away 


From it; as is evident in the Place quoted, and 


ſeveral others. Not that Perions, in this Senſe 
RIGHTEOUS, are already in a State of Grace 


ſhould be ſo, if they would perſevere; being at 
preſent in the May in which Salvation is to be 
obtained; ſee Mlatth. 10. 22,23. And ye ſhall be 
bated cf all Men for my Name's ſake : But he 
that endureth to the Ead, ſhall be ſaved. But 
when they perſecate ycu in this City, flee ye into 
another : For werily I ſay unto you, ye ſhall not 
bave gone over the Cities of Iſroel, till the Son 
of Man be come. And Mat. 24. 13. But be 
that ſhall endure urto the End, the ſame ſhall be 
ſaved. Ho. 6. 3. Then ſhall we know, if we 


$ follow on to know the Lord. Gal. 6. g. And let 
uss nat be weary in well-doing : Vor in due Seaſon 
doe ſhall reap, if we faint not. As for the Re- 
generate, their Salvation is already ſecured 


They already have eternal Life, Feb. g. 24. 
Their Sal vation does not now depend on this. 
Condition, if they continue to believe ; for this 
is included in the Promiſe they are under of 
being eternaliy /aved. By what has been ſaid, 
it does, I think, plainly appear, that tho' ſuch 


Jas are, in Scripture, called the Micked, have no 


R:gbt to the Lord's Supper, yet ſome unregene- 
rate Perſons may have a Right to it. 
B 
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PROPOSITION IV. 


None but DISCIPLES of JESUS CHRIST have 


& Right to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 


I do not here affirm, That every Diſciple of 


JeſusChriſt, has an immediate Right to partake 
of this Sacrament, or is in a preſent Capacity to 
receive it; but, That for Perſons to be Diſci- 
'ples of Chriſt, is ſo neceſſary, that without this 


no Man has a Right to the Lord's Supper. 


When our Lord firſt inſtituted this holy Sa- 


crament, he gave it to his Diſciples and none 


elſe; and he ordered thoſe to whom he then 
-adminiſtred it, and their Succeflors, to do as he, 


in their Preſence, had done; and this even to 


dis ſecond — Lak. 22 f. 1 Cer. 1 f. 25, 


26. But we muſt not think, that becauſe theſe: 


were all of them Minifer:, yea Apeffles, to 


whom Chriſt firſt gave the Sacrament, it will 
from hence follow, that none but Miniſters 


Have a Right to it. The Command of Admi- 
niſtring this Ordinance, was indeed only given 
to Minifters ; but that of receiving of it was 
not ſo, but belonged to Diſciples, as ſuch, whe- 


ther they were Miniſters, or others. Accor- 
dingly theChurch of Corinth was by the Apoſtle 
admoniſhed and inſtructed, with Relation to it 
I Cor. II. 23, and onward. Others befides 
Miniſters need it, to aſſiſt their Remembrance 
of Chriſt, and are required to qualify them- 
ſelves to partake of it. 

Now a DISCIPLE is the ſame with a Learne 
or Scholar. And accordingly, they are al 


_ Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, who are committed tc 


his Care, in the Way of the Goſpel: And = 
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this Denomination comprehendeth, not only 


profeſtiag Believers, but their infant Seed alſo, 


Daue 
per. 
le of 
take 
ty to 
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this 
per. 
Sa- 
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theſe 
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will 
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dmi- 
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Was 


tuch as are, with their Parents, comprehended, 
in the Covenant. But here I intend, by. Diſ- 
ciples, ſuch only, as by their own perſonal and 

voluntary Submiſſion to Chriſt, as their Maſter . 

and [nſtractor, take upon them the Name and 

Nenomination of Chriftians or Diſciples ; by 
which Name B-lievers on Chriſt were called, 
AF; 11. 26. Nor do! fay, that they who are 
only nominally ſuch have a Right to the Sacra- 
mente; for to groſs Hypocrites and other. 
wicked Perſons, would have a Right to this Or- 
dinance, which is by me denied. I would not 
be miſtaken : None, | ſay, but ſuch as are Diſ- 
cigles REALLY, have a Right to this Sacrament 
of the Supper. If Perſons only ſeem. to be. 
Diſciples, then they only ſeem to have aRight : 
But then I affirm, that Perſons may be really. 
Diſciples of Chriſt, who are ot in a regenerate 
State, and will prove this in my next Propofi- 
tion. At Preſent, I ſay, that a Diſciple of ſe- 
ſas Chriſt, is one who ſubmits himſelf to his In- 


ſtruction, and endeavours to learn of him, and 
be obedient to him. Thus ſuch as were Fol- 
lowers of Fobn, were his Diſciples, Mat. g. rr. 
And ſuch as followed falſe Teachers were their 
Diſciples, Ads 20. 30 Thus CHRIST had 
many Di/ciples for a Time, that on a Diſguſt 
forſook him, 7. 66. I deny not, that by 
Diſciples ef CurIsT, Perſons truly godly are 
ometimes intended, as in Luk. 14. 33. But I 


whe- 
ccor- 
poſtle 
to it 
efid es 
rance 
them- 


arne 


re alſtace not the Word in this ſtrictSenſe, when I ay 
ted tqthat none but Diſcipleſ CHRIST, have a Right 
d thuſto the Sacrament : Therefore, by real Diſci. 


ples, 


thi | B 2 


— — „ 


14 A Right to the 


ples, I intend not ſuch as are, in Scripture, ſaid 
to be converted or born again, but tuch as are 
morally ſincere, whether they are Diſciples, in 
the ſtrict Senſe of the Word, or not. And 1 
eſteem a Perſon morally ſincere, when making 
2 good Profeſſion, he dees indeed believe, what 
he fays he does believe, and ds intend, what 

he ſays he does intend, and when he pracriſeth, 
what he ſays he does practice; which, that a 
Perſon may do, who is yet in an ꝝnregenerate 
State, is what I am, in the next Place, to make 
manifeſt, 


PROPOSITION V. 


Some gre DISCIPLES & JESUS CHRIST, who 
are NOT yet in a REGENERATE State. 

I mean they are ſo really and in Truth. and 
not by 4 falſe and hyporritical Profeſſion. 
Some, I acknowledge. paſt for Diſciples among 
Men, by Means of their Profefling, and mak- 
ing aShew cf being +2:igiou?, when indeed they 
are nothing leſ— bush are they who not- 
withſtanding their Profeſſion of Religion, do 
not intend what they profeſ:, nor believe what 
they ſay; nor Jefign to practice what they pro- 
miſe, or at all endeavour it. Ali they do in 
Religion, is but a meer S hero, to deceive thoſe 
among whom they live and do converſe. In 
a Word, lintend gro/s Hypccrites, and theſe I 


acknowledge have no Right to the Lord's Sup- | 


per. Such are intended in 2 Jim. 3. 5, C. 


Mat. 23 14. and Chap. 5 6. Ezer. 33. 31. Gal. 
2. 4. But there are «ther Profeſſ-rs of Religi- 


on, who, tho' they are not ſavingly converted, 
yet 


- 
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yet are they not to be numbred amongſt ſuch. 


| groſs Hypocrites, as theſe but now mentioned 
ande queſtion whether they are any where 


called Hypocrites, in Scripture, Now it is 


of ſuch as theſe that I affirm, that they may be 


and are truly called Di/ciples of CHRIST, tho 


they have not yet experienced the. new Birth, 
and are not yet paſſ d from Death to Life, as 
in Joh. g 34 


Jo make this manifeſt, I ſhall here obſerve, 


{ That, whereas the Di/ciples of JESUS CHRIST 
have in Scripture ſeveral Names or Titles given 


them, as, D ſcip/cs, Believers, Chriſtians, Saints, 


? &c. Theſe Names and Titles are all or moſt 
of them, according to the Stile and Language 
of the Scriptare*, applicable to ſome that are 
not ſavingly converted. I ſhall briefly con- 
ſider thoſe now mentioned; and (1) For the 
Word Di#iſciple, we have already ſeen in Part, 
that it is applied to ſome that are not in a rege- 


nerate State. A Perſon prefeſſiag the Religion 


of Jeſas Chriſt, with a mral Sincerity, as above 


explained, muſt be acknowledged to be a Diſ- 
ciple of his, tho' not yet in a State of Grace. 


! Perſons may be actually entred into Chriſt's 
School, and be under his Inſtruction, tho' they 


have not yet been ſo far taught of him, as to be 


+ ſavingly acquainted with him, and tke Things 


belon ing to their eternal Peace and Welfare, 


or to know the Truth as it is in Feſus, and live 
i according to it. 


Nor does the Uſe of this Word in Scripture 


neceſſarily import ſuch a Knowledge and Prac- 
tice of ſpiritual Things and Duties, as is pecu- 


liar to Perſons in a State of Grace, but it is moſt 
b B 3 commonly 
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commonly uſed for ſuch as were F:llowers of N 


IEs us CHRisr, and as have received his - 


Doctrine, without any Deſign of reſtraining 15 
the Senſe of it, to ſuch as were. in the ſtricteſt 201 
Senſe, ſincere Converts, ſee Mark & 14 and be 
As g. 1. (2) So the Word, to Believe, is fre- Ni 
quently uſed with Relation to ſuch as believe to 
be Doctrine of CHRIST, without being reſtrain- Un 
ed in the A plication of it, to ſuch as believe dit 
in a faving Manner, ſee A#s 2r. 20, and 28. bis 
I Tim. 4. 12. and Fohn 2. 23, 24, 25. Perſons 04 
may believe in the Senſe of theſe Places, tho' wi 


they are not ſavingly converted; they are not alſ 


Infilels. (3) The Word Chrifian, is not, I ot! 
think, ever in Scripture uſed, in ſuch a reſtrain- ha 
ed Senſe, as to fiznify ſuch only as are regene- M. 
rate, but largely, for ſuch as profeſs and viſibly Hoc 
obey the Goſpel of CHRIST, whether they are C. 
truely converted or not: Sol think it may be ant 
taken in the three Places where it is uſed, vig. TI 
As t. 26. and 26. 28. alſo 1 Pet. 4 16. (4a) of 
People are alſo in Scripture, called Saints and ſon 
Holy, not always on account of real ſaving H- del 
tineſs wherewith they are ſuppoſed to be en- apf 
dued: Nor yet on the Account of a relative tha 
Holineſ only, as being devoted to God in his anc 
Covenant; but partly alſo on the Account of Sup 


a real Change wrought in them, by the Word Pay 


and Spirit of God, tho' that Change do not a- I 
mount to a ſaving Converſion. This is plain- hay 
ly affirmed by Dr. Owen, in the Place before ma 
quoted, in my third Propoſition. What a gen 
great Change ſach are ſometimes the Subjects 

of, we may ſee in 2 Pet. 2. 20, 21, 22. For if $ 
after they bave eſcaped the Pollutions 7 =_ 1 No 

ra 
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Mori through the Knowledge cf the Lord and 
1 Saviour Feſus Chrift, they are again mtangled 
therein, and cvercem? ; the latter End is worſe 
1 with them than the Beginning For it had been 


better for them not to bade known the May of 
Righteouſneſs, than after they have known it, 


1 to turn from the holy Commandment delivered 
1 unto them. But it happened unto them accor- 
ding to the true Proverb, The Dog is turned to 
1 bis own Vomit again ; and, The Sow that was 


waſhed, to ber wallowing in the Mire, with 


which compare Heb. 6. 4. and Chap. ro. 29, 
1 alſo EZek. 18. 24, and 26. Which Places, and 


others lire them, being duly confidered, we 


1 have no Reaſon to doubt, but that when Church 
Members are called Saints, and are ſaid to be 
Holy, who are not really new Creatures, a real 
| Change wrought in them may be one Ground 
and Reaſon of it, ſee 2 Cor. 1.1. 1 Theſ 5 27. 
| They are not all /avingly holy who are ſpoken 


of in theſe Places, and many others, where Per- 
ſons are ſo denominated. When Perſons are 


} deſcribed in Scripture by ſuch Words, as are 
applicable only to the regenerate ; then I ſay, 
that Perſons who are not in this Senſe, Diſciples 
and Believers, may be admitted to the Lord's 


Supper Sce Mr. Hillard on the Catechijm, 
Page 863. Col. 2. 


It now appears, that tho' none but Diſciples 


have a Right to the Lord's Supper, yet Chriſt 
may have many Diſciples who are net in @ re- 
i generate State. 


PROPOSITION VI. 
Such as are I ISCIPLES of JESUS CHRIST are 
NOT DEZARRED from coming to the Lord's Sup- 


Fer, 
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| Per, on the Account of their WANTING the 
| Grace of REGENERATION, or becauſe they. are gu 
Ut not yet born again. | | bas 

Tho' it be granted that none have a Right W 
but ſuch as are Di/ciptes of jesus Cu RIS, yet of, 
ſince I have proved, that Perſons may be Hi 
ciples that are not born again, I deny that it 
can be proved by Scripture, that the/e Diſciples 3 
are not allowed to partake of this Ordinance: |. 


For unto Di/ciples it was given in the Inſtitu- .. of 
43 tion of it. with a Command to receive it; and r 
* if ſome learned Men are not miſtaken, Judas the 
1 himſelf was one of them. And who can ſhew ad 
„ me from the Word of God, that none of the [ 


Diſciples of Chriſt may come to the Sacrament, | : 
unleſs they have experienced the new Birth, 
F whatever preparatory Diſpoſitions they may be fta 
F under, and however nigh unto the Kingdom 
b of God they may be, as the Scribe in Mark 12, | a 
34.? Tho' ſuch are not yet paſſed from Death to 
Life, yet they are of that Number, who are 


preſſing into (or towards) the Kingdim of Gd, "1 
Luk. 16. 16. endeavouring to take it by Force, | ſuel 
Mat. rr. 12. Striving to enter in at the trait per 
Gate, Luk. 13.24. being engaged in working the: 
out their own Salvation wit Fur and Trembling |} ,, 
Phil. 2. 12. All which may be verified of 1 
ſome awakened Souls, who vet are not ſavingly -.. 
converted. Pleaſe to confider how greatly 4.0 
ſuch may be re formed in their Lives, 2 Pet. 2. Tf. 


20 and what Experiences they may have, | 80 
Heb. 6.4. And yet ſuzh Atiainments as theie thre 
are no ſofficient Foundation whereon we may 1, 
aſſure any Perſon, that he is in a State of Salva- 
tion, But then, how ſhall we prove that 2 De 
| Ins 
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ſons fo qualified have no Right to the Lord's 


| 


. 


| 


: 


: 


Supper, and cannot lawfully come to it? For 
my Part, | think awakened Souls, under ſuch a 
Work of common Grace, ſtand in great Need 


of all the Helps God offers them, to excite and 
engage them to flee unto Chriſt, and lay hold 
on him for the Salvation he cffereth to them: 


And Iam perſwad ed, that theSacrament of che 


1 Lord's Supper is one of thoſe Helps: Vea, there 
is that in it, which has a pientiful Tendeney to 


! awaken ſuch as are not ſufficient'y pricked at 
the Heart, on the Account of their many great 
and heinous Sins. 

In this Sacrament there is a Diſcovery of the 
dread ful Srn/ulne/; of Sin, and of God's Hatred 


and Deteſtation of it; and tha: it would not 
| ſtand with the u ο God to ſufferit to go 


unpuniſhed; inſomuch that his Hratb, on the 
Account of it, muſt needs he executed, either 


on the Perſons of the Offenders themſelves, or 


on a Furety inter poſingꝑ to fave them. 

In this Sacrament God alto ſhews, That. 
ſuch was his Ice and ſempaſhen towards the 
periſhing Children of Men, that rather than 


they ſhould be damned forever, he was willing 
t) give his only bego:ten Zan, to be aPropitiation 


for their Sine, hy dying a bitter & ſhame ful Death 


for them, as is declared in theSeriptures, ſee r Job. 


4.9.10. 1 Cor 11.26. And as the Lede of THE FA- 
THER was manifeited herein, ſo the Love of THE 
SON was no leſs fo, in undertaking and going 
thro' this W ork, Rem. g. 6, 7. 

In this Ordinance there is alio a moſt gract- 
ous Offer of this Saviour ( whoſe Sufferings and 


Death are repreſented in it ) made unto guilty 


and 
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and convinced Sinners, who ſtand in need of 


ſuch a Saviour, and are invited by Faith to la 
hold on him. For my Part, | doubt not but 
that the very ſame Offer of Chriſt is made to 
Sinners in this Sacrament, as is made to them 
in the preached Goſpel. Confiler Gal 3. f. 
O fooliſh Galatians, who bath bewitched you, 
that you ſhould not obey the Truth, before wheſ" 
Eyes Feſus Chrift hath been evidently ſet forth 
crucified among you ? Now it ſeems to me, that 
poor unregenerateSinners ſtand in need of ſuch 
a Help, as well as the Regenerate. 

And I know not why the Eye may not aftect 
the Heart, in ſeeing the Sacrament zdminiſtred, 
as well as the Ear, in hearing the Goſpe] prezch- 
ed. Chriſt foretold, in 7% 12. 32. that when 
he ſhould þe /ifted up, he would 4raw all Men 
to him: /#bich lifting up of JESUS CHRIST, 
tho' it firſtly and principally intends his being 
lifted on the Croſs, when he was crucified ; yet 
it may well be underſtood to include in it his 
being held forth in the Miniſtry ot the Lord 
and Sacraments, and particularly in this Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, John 3. 14, f. And 
as Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the /Vilderneſs, 
even ſo muff the Son of Man be lifted up: That 
whoſorver believ. th in bim ſhould not periſh, but 
have eternal Life, compare here with Iſai. 45. 
22, Look unto me, and be ye ſa ved, all the Ends 
of the Earth: For I am God, and there is none 
elſe. How much might awakened Sinners gain 
by it, if they would improve this Help ? 

But it will be ſaid, That Perſons muſs Ex A- 
MINE themſelves before they come to the Sacrà- 


ment of the Lord's Supper, left they eat and 
| drink 
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drink unworthily, and ſo eat and drink ulgmen 

to themſelves. Towhich I ANSWER, That th 

is readily granted; but ſtill: the Queſtion re- 
maineth, V hat Qn2lifications Perſons muſs find 
themſelues to have, before they are allowed to 
come to the Sacrament 9 If it be ſaid, They muff 
fin4themſetves to be in a regenerate State before 
they offer themſelves ; this is to beg the Thing 
in Queſtion. It does not yet appear, that this 
is required to the End mentioned, but rather 
that this is not required. If it be further ſaid, 
That Perſons muſt not come to the Lord's Supper, 
unleſs they can DISCERN the Lord's Body in it; 
| acknowledge this to be a Truth; becauſe 
the Scripture is clear for it: But then Iutterly 


deny, that an Ability todiſcern the Lord's Body 


in the Lord's Supper, is peculiar to the regene- 
rate He that believes the Doctrines of the 
Sufferings of the Son of God, in our Nature, 


for the Sins of the World, and underſtands 
how theſe Sufferings of his are fignified and 
ſhewed forth in the Sacrament, may be truly 
ſaid to diſcern the Lord's Body therein. It is 
true indeed, that the Regenerate do diſcern the 
Lord's Body in a more excellent and affecting 
Manner, than unregenerate Perions can do: 


But ſtill it remains unproved, That ſuch a Diſ- 
cerning as this is abſolucely neceſſary to a law- 
ful Participation in the Lord's Supper. 

If it be again ſaid, That as adult Perſons may 
not be baptiſed, un'eſs they RELIEVE WITH ALL 
THEIR HEART, Acts 8. 37 So, wittout ſuch 
Foith, Perſons may not partake of the Lord's 
Supper; | readily acknowledge the Truth of 
this: But then I fay, That Men's beljeving 

with 
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with all their Heart, that Jeſns Chriſt is the M 
Son of God, as in the Place referred to, does th 
not neceſſarily imply their being in a regene- | 
rate State. It may imply no more than this, = 
That they ſincerely and firmly believe what they | 7 
profeſs, and are not bypocritical in the Profefti- | ,* 
on they make, as may appear by comparing the 
Place quoted with Jer. 3. 10. And yet for ll 
{if this, her treacherous Sifter Fudah hath not turn- 
. ed unto me with her whole Heart, but feignedly, 
* ſaith theLord. Where doing a Thing with the 
| whole Heart is oppoſed to the doing it /eignedly : 
11 The Queſtion concerning the Faith of the Eu- 
io nuch was not, whether he believed with that 
kind of Faith which is peculiar to a regenerate 
Saint, which he might have, and there was 
ood Reaſon to ſuppoſe that he had, whether he 
Jia before this know that Jeſus Chriſt was the 
romiſed Meffiah, or not, he being then « zea- 
ous Proſelite, as ſufficiently appears, and as Cor- 
nelius, mentioned As 10. f, 2. alſo was: But 
the Thing then neceflary to be enquired after, 
was, whether he believed that ſeſus now affirm- 
ed to be the Chriſt, or the Meſſiah promiſed in 
the Scriptures of the old Teſtament was 
indeed ſo; becauſe his doing this was neceſ- 
ſary, in order to bis being initiated into the 
Goſpel-Church State, tho he was a good Man- 
before. 
I readily acknowledge alſo, That REPEN- 
TANCE 7s neceſſary in order to @ Participation 
in tbe Ordinance of the Lord's Supper : But 
| then I conceive that Perfons may be in ſomeF 
Senſe real Penitents who are t yet born again: 
And this I think may be proved from Matth. Here 


IT. 
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11. 20, 21. Jonab 3. 5, to 10. compared with 
Mat. 12. 41. Repenting in Duft and Aſhes, in 


the firit of theſe Places, does not imply the 


great Work of Regeneration: For if that had 
been intended, the mighty Works done in 
CoraZin and Bethſaida had not been ſufficient 
to have produced it in Tyre and Sidon, or any 
other Place. See alſo Heb. G. 4, & 6. It is im- 
ho{Jible for thoſe who were once enlightened, &c. 
if they ſhall fall away, to renew them again ta 
Repentance. | 
Being without a Wedding Garment at a Gof- 
hel Feat, does, I think, doubtleſs intend the 
Wantof proper Qualifications for a v1ble 
Church State; and what theſe be I have al- 
eady ſhewed. In the Church hiſibie, no ſuch 
nqualified Perſons are ever found. 


Perſons qualified, as has been expreſſed, do 
1ot, in partaking of the Lord's Supper, 
heir Seal to a Blank, as has by ks, = fa, 
ho” they are not in a converted State. The 

hing they ſet their Seal to, is at their own 
perſonal Intereſt in the everlaſting Mercies of 
he new Covenant; but what they SEAL, is 
heir Aſſent te the Truth of the Goſpel, which 
hey profeſs to believe, and their own Reſolat ion 
0 ſeek for an Intereſt in JESUS CHRIST, and bis 
— offered therein. Nor do all ſerious 
proſeſſors of Religion defign, in the Profeſſion 
hey make, to declare to the World, That the 
2k upon themſelves as in à regenerate and juſfti- 
el State. If People tho't this to be what a 
ablick Profeſfion fignifieth, few, I believe, 
ould venture to make it; a good Degree of 
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PROPOSITION VII. h 
a {Ft 
There are GREAT INCONVENIENCIES at- fan 
tending on this Aſſertion, That none but the Re- Ith 
generate bave à Right to partake of the Lord's ſan 
Supper. | lik 
I ſhall briefly mention ſome of them. of 
r. Very few can, on this Suppoſition, ſatisfy Jne 
themſelves, whether they may lawfully par- lig 
take of the Lord's Supper, or not: And ſo ma- ſer 
ny would, on this Principle, be unavoidably ex- 
poſed to very great Perplexities, with Reſpect ] ex 
to this Queſtion, I hetber they may and ought to 
to defire an Admiſſion to the Lerd's Table, or no? Iſh 
Such as are ſerious would fain act in this Mat-JSu 
ter as they ought to do. They defire to ap-JLo 
prove themſelves to God, with Reſpect to this Gr 
important Caſe, Have 7a Right to the Lord'sJdri 
Supper, or not? Or, which is the ſame Thing, tha 
Am I born again, or am Tin a State of Nature? ſobl 
Many a one may here truly ſay, I have often}ſel 
examined myſelf, and yet cannot determineJor ! 
this great Queſtion. And indeed we haveſdar 
Reaſon to think, That there are but few com- ted 
paratively of the true Children of God, thatſthe 
are able, ſatisfaQorily to reſolve themſelves inn 
this Point: So that, if they partake, they do ifJacc 
very donbtingly, and if they do not they arc Ih 
in great Fear that they fin againſt God in negſune 
letting it. And thus theſe poor Creatureſin a 
know not what to do on the Suppoſition I opfPer 
poſe. They know they believe the Truth ofCh: 
God's Word, Law, and Goſpel; and knowAn 
they defire to ſerve God and obtain Mercy witpre 
him; but they do not know whether * Ao t 
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deſe Things with a gracious Sincerity or not. 
There is ſuch a Reſemblance betwixt common 
and ſaṽ GRACE, that they know not whe- 
ther they have the latter of theſe two, or no; 
and ſo know not what to do It is not very 
likely that God ſhould have made the Terms 
. - Jof Communion in his vifible Church, ſach* as 
atisfy Jneceflirily do involve ſerious Profefſors of Re- 
par- ligion in ſuch Difficulties as theſe, as I have ob- 
ſo ma-Jicrved in my firſt Propoſition. | 

ly ex- 2. The Principle which I argue againſt, 
eſpect j ſeems to me to expole Minifers and Churches 
ought Ito very great Difficulties, reſpecting thoſe they 
or no? ſhould admit to the Ordinance of the Lord's 
Mat- Supper: For if none have any Right to the 
to ap- Lord's Supper, but ſuch as are in a State of 
to this [Grace, but will, if they partake of it, eat and 
Lord's drink Judgment to themſelves, it ſeems to me, 
Thing. that they have a very difficult Task, who are 
ature ?Jobliged to judge whether ſuch as offer them- 
> often}ſelves to their Communion are qualified for it, 
ermineſor not; and a Miſtake in this Point may be of 
e haveſdangerous Conſequence to the Perſons admit- 
com ted, or denied; eſpecially their Admifſion, if 
d, thatſthey are unfit, will be very dangerous, 

Ives in} If it be ſaid, They can but determine the Point 
y do itfaccording to a Fudgment of Charity ; I anſwer, 
ey ard That if this be ſo, this Charity ſeems to be too 
in negſuncertain and precarious a Thing to Judge by, 
reatureſin a Cale of ſo great Conſequence, as wherein a 
n I opfPerſon's Soul is in great Danger. Greunds for 
ruth ofCharity will admit of a great many Degrees: 
I knoWAnd it may be enquired, Whether thoſe that 
cy witÞre to judge of Men's [| piritual State, according 
they dito this Rule, are to give their Sentence accor- 
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ding to the higheſt or loweſt Grounds for the 
Charity intended, or ſome of the intermediate 
ones; and if ſo, which of them? And I defire 
to know, who made them Judges of what God 
only can judge of? Fer. 17.10. I ſhould think 
they muſt needs be in great Danger, leſt they 
ſhould be miſtaken in this Affair, or have alrea- 
dy been ſo, or leſt they take upon them that 
which indeed is none of their Buſineſs. 

3. It is to be feared, that on the Hypotheſis | 
oppoſed, many may be hindred from Commu- 
nion in ſpecial Ordinances, who have a geo 
Rigbt to them; and others admitted that have 
none, People being fixed in this Principle, 
That none but the Regenerate have a Right 
to ſpecial Ordinances, many, even of thoſe, 
who are very ſeriouſly concerned thatthey may 
approve themſelves to God, being in great 
Doubt of the Sincerity of their own Hearts, 
are in all Likelihood hereby kept back from 
offering themſelves to join in Church Commu- 
nion. It is evident, that the more ſerious Per- 
ſons be, the greater Senſe they have of the De- 
ceitfulneſs and deſperate Wickedneſs of their 
own Hearts, by Nature; and ſuch as theſe are 
very apt to be proportionably doubtful of their 
own Sincerity. Theſe feel and obſerye ſo 
much Corruption working in them, that they 
cannot eafily perſwade themſelves of the In- 


tegrity of their on Souls, and ſo dare not ven- 


ture, in a long Time, if ever; to join themſelves 
to the Church of Chriſt; and ſo the Church is 
hindred from having many Membere, who are 
indeed, fit Matter for it, and /uch ſerious Souls, 
from the Advantages and Comforts, which 


they might otherwiſe enjoy. On 
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On the otherH ind, Perſons far leſs religious 
and comparatively bat little concerned for the 
Glory of God and the Salvation of their own 
Souls, and who think the Difficulties of Reli- 
gion are nothing ſo great as others think them 
to be, can eaſily perſwade themſelves that they 
are true Chriſtians, and are paſſed from Death 


that to Life; being, as they think, born again. 
Such as theſe can, therefore, without any great 
hefg; | Difficulty, offer themſelves to the Communion 
nmu- of the Church; and thus great Numbers pro- 
go bably do, wiile, on their own Principles, they 
have are unqualified for it; and by this Means 
ciple, Churches are corrupted rather than kept {pure 
Right and holy, 
thoſe, 4. Iwould ask this Q2sſtion ; Is there not 
may ſom» Danzer, That, oa the Principle I oppolt, 
great Perſons ſubmitting themſelves to Examination, 
earts, | with Reſpect to the State of their Souls, in or- 
from der to their Admiſſion to the Sacrament, may 
nmu-] be very greatly hurt, either by having too fa- 
Per- Vourable a Judgmeat paſſ⸗d on their Condition; 
> De- or other wiſe too ſevere a Sentence or Cenſure, 
their with Reſpect to it? The Principle | argue a- 
e are gainft, ſuppoſeth the Candidate, for Church- 
their Priviledges, to offer him elf to Trial, with Re- 
ve ſo! ſpect to his Fitneſs for them; and the Principal 
they Deſtion to be determined in this Trial, is 
e In- betber the Perſ;n under Examination be, or 
ven- 62 n't in a converted Ffat?? And of this 
elves] Qizition, the Elders and Brethren zre: the 
rch is Judges. If they judge him converted they 
o are 2Iivit kim: If they think he offers no good E- 
Souls, vi 1=ce of his Converſion, they refuſe him. 
zhich] None tems tome, That a Miftake in Tidg- 
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ment, here, if ſuch a Miſtake be committed, 
may greatly hurt the Perion concerned in the 
Sentence, about whoſe Eſtate it is given. As 
ſuppoſe the Church ſhould judge him to be 
converted, when indeed he 7s vt; and thereup- 
admit him to their Communion ; Will not this 
tend greatly to confirm the Man in the unhap- 


py Miſtake he is himſelf already under, who | 


had not offered himſelf, if he had not hoped 


his Eſtate to be good: He will be very likely | 


now to ſay in his Heart, I have Reaſon to be- 


lieve that the Bitterneſs of Death is paſſed from | 


me. I thought indeed before, that was in a 
regenerateState, but now I have the Judgment 


of the Brethren and Elders of the Church in 


my Favour : Why then ſhould I doubt of this? 
When yet the poorMan is ſtill in the Gall of 
Bitterneſs and in the Bond of Iniquity, as in 


Ats 8.23. And it is well if that be not his} 


Caſe, in Iſai. 44. 20. He feedeth on Aſhes, and a 


e: 


deceived Heart hath turned bim aſide, ſo that 
he cannot deliver bis Soul, nor ſay, 1s tere nit a 


Lie in my right Hand? 


On the other Hand, Suppoſe the Perſon | 


| ſhould be a fincere Convert, and yet the Elders 
and Church ſhould be miſtaken, and think him 
ſtill to be in @ State of Nature, and ſo deny him 


Communion ; Would not this be likely grie-, 
vouſly to wound a poor weak Believer, and ſo 


break the bruiſed Reed, and quench the ſmoaking 
Flax, contrary to what our Saviour does, and 
would have his Miniſters do, Matth. 12.20. 

I am afraid of ſuch unhappy Conſequence: 
231 have now mentioned, and which ſeem to 


attem 1 the Principle 1 oppoſe, 
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allow a moral Sincerity in Men's Profeſſion and 
Practice of Religion, to be ſufficient to give 


them a R72ht to the Privileges of a Church 


State, we may tell them, we 2re not ſufficient 
Judges ef their ſpiritual Eſtate, ſo as to paſs 
Sentence, whether they are converted or not ; 
and that, as to this, they mult look to themſelves, 
examine their own Hearts, and pray, as in 
Pal. r29. 23, 24. Search me, O God, &c. And 
that they muſt by no Means think, that we 
judge them to bealready in a regenerate State, 
from our admitting ef them to Church Com- 
munion; for we receive them, not as already 
in a State of Grace and Salvation, but as Per- 
ſons, with a moral Sincerity, endeavouring to 
get into ſuch an Eſtate, and unto that End, 
laying hold on the Covenant: But whether 
they are converted or not, they themſelves are 


the moſt proper Judges, and ought daily to ex- 


amine themſelves, and prove their own Hearts 
and Works, in order to their being able to de- 
termine how it is with them, 

This, Sie, is the Truth of my preſent Tho'ts 
on the Point which you were pleas'd to ask my 
Opinion avout ; and which having, after my 
broken Manner, offered to you, I reſt 


wr Hum le 


and Obliged 


Servant, 


S eee 
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In a ſerious Treatiſe. Shewing, I What 
Converſion is not, and correcting ſome 
Miſtakes about it. II What Convergon is, 
and wherein it conſiſte- h. III. The Neceſſity 
of Con ver fon. IV. The Marks of the Un- 
converted. V The Miſe ies of the Uncon- 


verted. VI. Directions for onverſion. XII. 


Motives to Converſion Whereunto is an- 


nex d. divers practical Ceſ-« of Conſcience ju- 


dicioufly reſolv'd. By Feſcph Alleine. 
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fecure World, from the God of terrible Majeſty: 


Or, The pre/umptious Sinner detected, bis Pleas 
conſider'd, and his Doom difplay'd. Being an 
Eſſay, in which the ſtrong Proneneſs of Man- 
kind to entertain a falſe Confidence is proved; 
the Cauſes and Foundations of this Delufion 
open'd and confider'd, in a great Variety of 


Particulars; The Folly, Sinfulneſs, and dange- 


rous Conſequences of a preſumptuous Hope 
expos d, and Directions propos'd how to obtain 
that ſcriptural and rational Hope, which maketh 
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